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INTERVIEW WITH JAMES FINLEY, 
CLASS OF 1971 
Nancy Magura  00:02
We'll start off with this thing here? 
Jim Finley  00:03
Sure.  
Nancy Magura  00:04
All right. Welcome to Illinois State University. This is Nancy Magura with Jim Finley here. He is Class of 
'71 from ISU, and this is Homecoming weekend 1981. During this bit of oral history we will be 
reminiscing about the way it was in 1971. We hope that those who listen to this tape will enjoy hearing 
from the persons who have volunteered to record this bit of ISU history and will find it interesting and 
informative. As you think back 10 years, what are some of the things that are foremost in your memory 
of what life was like then at Illinois State University? 
Jim Finley  00:38
Oh, boy, Nancy, it's really hard to go back 10 years but I think the foremost thing in my memory of 
Illinois State from 10 years ago was when I came to ISU, the initial excitement of leaving home and the 
independence afforded in a university environment. I think that the security here at ISU and the quality 
of education was probably the most lasting in my memories. On the more, what I call the mundane 
side, were, I finally remember my activities and the Redbird Rooters at the football games, the National 
Baseball Champions of 1969, the basketball fever that always overcome ISU, overcame ISU, every fall 
and winter. And can't help but forget the old Cage, which was our, in the old Union, you know, of 
course, the old, the new Union wasn't built then. And basically the growth that, you know, when I went 
to ISU, I started in '67, there were only 8,000 students here, 8,500 or so. When I graduated there was 
over 18,000. So I guess that pretty much sums up the foremost items in my memory. 
Nancy Magura  01:51
And what do you remember about the president who at the time was David Burlo? 
Jim Finley  01:58
Berlo actually came in right after I left. The two presidents—Berlo came in at '71, that's correct. The two 
presidents that were here in my era were President Sam Braden, who started the same year I was here 
after President Bone left in '67, Sam Braden was physically—to describe him, he would have won the 
Franklin Roosevelt look-alike contest. He was a typical image of a—I should say, image of a typical 
college president. He was very accessible as far as those, to those who wanted to see him or speak 
with him. I enjoyed working with him, I was involved in student government. But on the downside, 
President Braden got into some hot water. I remember specifically when he was called to Springfield to 
appear before a Senate Republican hearing over an incident that occurred on the Quad and what he 
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did, Nancy, he authorized the flag at ISU to be flown at half-mast to honor the deaths of the Black 
Panthers that were killed in Chicago, it's probably before your time, but that was probably the most 
lasting memory of President Braden. The other President—Braden left in 1970 and they brought in a 
man, a name, I should say a man by the name of Francis Geigle from Northern Illinois University. He 
was a dean up there, they brought him in as an interim right before Berlo came. And he was a two 
president's president—true president's president—he was brought to ISU on acting basis and he really 
looked the part and proved to be an excellent interim leader at ISU. President Burlo, I was on the 
selection committee for president Berlo but I never got to really be a student under Burlo. 
 
Nancy Magura  03:45 
And what are some of the professors and university administration officials that you remember for 
special reasons?  
 
Jim Finley  03:50 
Well, not to be redundant, of course, President Braden, President Geigle, Dean Hulet, who was the 
dean of student services, comes to mind. A guy by the name Robert Elsey. I don't think he's here 
anymore. He was the coordinator of student services, he wasn't that much older than us at the time. 
We really enjoyed working with Bob Elsey. Dr. Helen Cavanaugh, who was a history teacher, probably 
has, I have one of the most fondest memories of her. She, when I was here, she'd been here 40 years 
or something like that and I definitely remember, being a history major, I really respected her 
knowledge and her ability to teach. There was another gentleman by the name of Dr. Harvey 
Zeidenstein, political science. I was a double major I mentioned, political science also, and along with 
Dr. Walter Kohn, who also gave me a lot of direction, and Dr. Alice Ebel, who I think just retired from 
the last five years here from ISU. And last but not least, there was a gentleman by the name of Dr. 
Charles Morris in the math department, even though I didn't take the math, you, I worked with him quite 
a bit in the Academic Senate on the Executive Board. 
 
Nancy Magura  05:05 
Students today are talking about how difficult they find it is to complete their education. How do you 
compare it was during your years here to when it seems like today? 
 
Jim Finley  05:14 
Well, I'd say that, of course, every generation or every class that graduates feel that they had a little bit 
harder. But I would have to say that wasn't easy and I was on a scholarship and even I had to work my 
last two years here at ISU at a local steakhouse. I think overall I would have to assess the, that it was a 
little more difficult then, only, probably if there was only one reason it was because it was more difficult 
to get into college at the time, there was an overabundance of candidates for college. Of course, that 
was the Vietnam War years. And just generally it's easier I think to get into college because of the 
declining enrollments between '71 and today, even though I think that trend is reversing. So I'd say it 
was a little more difficult. 
 
Nancy Magura  06:02 




Jim Finley  06:07 
Well, I would say that personally, along with about 20 other kids, the Academic Senate every year—that 
was created in 1972—a new constitution here at ISU, that was one of my major extracurricular activities 
in addition to numerous clubs that I'm sure still exist here at Illinois State. Particularly, I was involved 
with Young Republicans. One of the larger extracurricular activities, we had a mock national 
presidential nomination convention in 1968. Other clubs, so, the honorary history club Phi Alpha Theta 
and men's leadership, Omicron Delta Kappa, I think were the ones, there was something for everybody 
in '71.  
 
Nancy Magura  06:53 
It sounds like it. What services were available on campus then to students such as health service or 
counseling or placement services? 
 
Jim Finley  07:02 
Well, I think all those services that you listed were—existed—then, I was trying to think today about 
what had changed as far as services to students. I noticed we didn't have a bank on campus. I noticed 
in the Union there's a, the Bank of Normal and whatever's in there. We didn't have any bike paths, I 
consider that a service, that would have been nice to have then. And I just noticed little things like the 
information phones that are located around the university. Other than those minor changes and maybe 
fine tuning, I think the same services exist today. 
 
Nancy Magura  07:35 
Good. About 10 years ago, we've experienced a definite inflation over the past 10 years. What were the 
prices, say, for a hamburger? You're going to go to a McDonald's or somewhere...? 
 
Jim Finley  07:47 
Gosh, I, you know, I think, believe it or not, hamburgers were around 20 cents and if I remember right, I 
think 19—it was an odd price, either 15 or 20 cents. Movies were a dollar or less, even at the regular 
theaters. I know that ISU sponsored movies on Friday nights here that were I think a little bit less, like 
50 cents or 75 cents, but even the major theaters were less than a dollar. Gasoline, for example, it 
ranged anywhere from 29 cents, 29.9 to 32.9, 35.9 maybe at the max, which is a complete change from 
today. 
 
Nancy Magura  08:22 
And what about tuition? 
 
Jim Finley  08:24 
Gosh, I, you know, I can't remember, Nancy, specifically. I was on a scholarship as I mentioned earlier, 
I just can't imagine tuition being over $150, $200 a semester. Man, at the max was, I think, maybe, it hit 
maybe $300 when I left. 
 
Nancy Magura  08:39 
Sounds cheap! What was the typical type of dress in 1971, say, for different events, of, you know, 
classes or dates or social activities? 
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Jim Finley  08:50 
Well, I think the casual dress, the real, the really sloppy casual wasn't, it was not that different, you 
know, army jackets and stuff like that. However, when you got into the more formal type of dress—but 
the skirts were considerably shorter, considerably shorter, I can remem—you know, it was just way 
above the knee at the time and, oh, I think penny loafers were big then too, they were, I think it was the 
second coming of the penny loafer. Lot of [fluff?] sweaters, you know, in the, stuff, but really not that 
much different. Blue jeans were around but they weren't as big as they are now, they weren't as 
accepted as formal as they are now. 
 
Nancy Magura  09:32 
Right. What were some important national events that may, that happened during the years, your 
school years here? 
 
Jim Finley  09:39 
Well, if I had to pick out two national events, I would say the—personally, in my mind, the—July 20th, 
1969 was Neil Armstrong's moonwalk and that was just to me the most fascinating thing that ever 
happened to this country and the world for that matter. The second one, as far as standing in my mind 
and affecting this campus, was in May of 1970, that was the Kent State incident. The shooting had 
created a lot of problems here because of the reaction to the National Guard, they made a lot of mixed 
emotions here on campus and it caused a little problem. Those, I'd say, those are the two major 
national events. 
 
Nancy Magura  10:20 
What were the most popular forms of entertainment on campus for the students? 
 
Jim Finley  10:24 
Oh, I, well, I mentioned earlier the Friday night movies at Capen Auditorium over here in Edwards Halls 
was, they were really big. The dances at the Union, the old Union, and the regular scheduled Union 
Board entertainment and the Entertainment Board, I should say, Entertainment Board entertainment. 
And there were a few panty raids when I was here, believe it or not.  
 
Nancy Magura  10:50 
They're still doing those. 
 
Jim Finley  10:52 
Are they, really? Well, I remember two major ones when I was here. 
 
Nancy Magura  10:56 
What do you remember about the towns of Bloomington and Normal? 
 
Jim Finley  11:00 
Well, and again, what's clear my mind is you could definitely—you definitely knew when you went from 
Normal to Bloomington because all the bars and the liquor stores started, because the big thing then 
was the wet/dry issue. I remember a couple of petitions that were circulating to unite the towns. They've 
always been defeated, you know, when they've been put up for, before the electorate. I always enjoyed 
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the little shops in downtown Normal but you got to remember when I first started here the population 
sign said 12,000 on Normal, so there wasn't much to offer. There was a, just an enormous growth. I 
just, when I came to the town I saw that Normal had a population of 35,700 people, a new major 
shopping center, all the growth east of town, just unbelievable change. 
 
Nancy Magura  11:50 
What about the use of alcohol and tobacco on campus and how it was handled? 
 
Jim Finley  11:57 
Of course, tobacco was not bad by any means and I would venture to guess it was probably 
[abusable?] heavier then it was now because of all the recent, you know, health kicks and that type of 
thing. Alcohol was a big game. I was not a heavy drinker by any means but it was always fun trying to 
get—half the enjoyment of drinking beer or whatever it was was getting into the dorm without anybody 
noticing.  
 
Nancy Magura  12:24 
The challenge! 
 
Jim Finley  12:25 
It was totally banned. Right. It was a challenge. And there were just a lot of parties on the floors, but it 
was moderation, I'd say, except for a few extremists. 
 
Nancy Magura  12:35 
What were, what was some of the things that you liked about ISU or that you did not like after you 
realized... ? 
 
Jim Finley  12:42 
Sort of the best and least type of thing?  
 
Nancy Magura  12:44 
Yeah.  
 
Jim Finley  12:45 
Well, the best thing I liked on a higher level would be the, I liked the tradition that was around at ISU at 
the time. Matter of fact, when I was on campus we didn't even have fraternities or sororities when I first 
started. On the other hand, going along with the tradition, there's a continuous forward thrust into 
diversity to the university. They were not afraid of change, they did it quite—and they weren't really 
slow to change, they accepted change. But I like the, it was a good mix of tradition and change, I think 
that was the best thing about ISU. Good-sized university. The worst? When I was here, like I 
mentioned, the growth in the university was phenomenal, it went from 8,500 to 18,000. Because of this 
it was like a little kid that was growing too fast for its clothes. It, the facilities such as the old Union had 
been there since 1950-something, I know my sister graduated in '60, 11 years ahead of me, we used 
the same Union that she had when there were only 3500 students here, the same library. It was, I 
would say, insufficient facilities for student activities and research, work.  
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Nancy Magura  14:00 
How far did the campus boundaries extend, like, what were they at that time? 
 
Jim Finley  14:06 
Believe it or not, Nancy, I don't think that the boundaries, per se, have changed that much since, in the 
last 10 years. I know that—well, I take that back. Perhaps a little bit of growth north of—is this College 
that runs from West Campus? 
 
Nancy Magura  14:22 
Mm-hmm, right. 
 
Jim Finley  14:23 
The growth north of College Street immediately north of the Quad was not there. Those were all old 
clapboard houses when I was there. I've noticed a few areas east, but—the Computer Center, this type 
of thing, that we've, that the university has purchased, [immediate?] lots and then taken over. But 
generally the size of campus hasn't increased that much. 
 
Nancy Magura  14:47 
And what kind of, what buildings have you noticed are new to, you know, as you come back now for 
your reunion, what buildings were here when you were here that are still here in...? 
 
Jim Finley  14:56 
Okay, to the best of my knowledge, of course, even though my generation, my four-year generation 
here, helped pay for the new university union and auditorium and the library, we didn't see it at all. And 
that would be the most impressive change, would have been university union, auditorium, and library. 
The second thing would probably be Degarmo Hall, this is out just north of here? 
 
Nancy Magura  15:22 
Right here next door. 
 
Jim Finley  15:23 
That was not, that's brand new. Some of the things that haven't changed—I still see Edwards Hall, 
Cook Hall, the Old Castle we used to call it... I think those are the only major changes I can remember. 
Watterson Towers were completed when I was here, so they were new, they're still here. And I haven't 
really been out to West Campus.  
 
Nancy Magura  15:43 
Tri Towers. 
 
Jim Finley  15:44 
Tri Towers is here. I lived in Manchester and, the Manchester-Hewett. Most of the the dormitory 





Nancy Magura  15:55 
What was the most humorous event that happened while you were here as a student or the least 
humorous? 
 
Jim Finley  16:01 
Well, in general, the panty raids had to be the finest since—because I used to watch them from the 
17th floor of Manchester and it just, amazing to see 3 or 4,000 people moving at once at one place and 
all these items falling out of the windows of the female dormitories. But specifically the funniest thing 
that ever happened were the day that 10,000 Videttes—the Vidette was the twice-weekly newspaper 
we had here at the time, I don't know if you still have that? 
 
Nancy Magura  16:27 
 Still have that, it's five days a week now. 
 
Jim Finley  16:29 
Oh, wow, growth! The day that 10,000 Videttes ended up missing. They were delivered and then 
somebody took them because the issue, Nancy, was they had printed an anti-Vietnam, anti-war insert 
with student funds and there was a group on campus a little more loyal to the government of the United 
States, I guess you could call it, that didn't agree with it and believe it or not that, this—the newspaper 
was free, so it, half a dozen people or the dozen people that took them didn't violate any campus rules, 
regulations, or the law.  
 
Nancy Magura  16:44 
It's still free. 
 
Jim Finley  17:04 
Yeah, they took them and they dumped them out in Bloomington dump. That's the first time anybody 
knew where that was. Nobody ever could figure out where the Videttes went and I always knew. That 
was the funniest thing ever happened. Made the Bloomington papers, yeah. 
 
Nancy Magura  17:18 
The least? 
 
Jim Finley  17:21 
Oh, the least! Oh, I've made reference to before—was the campus unrest after Kent State had to be the 
most, well, the least humorous and the most tense time I think here at Illinois State. We had the rallies 
on the Quad and a little bit of confrontation with the police and, I know, again, being with the Academic 
Senate, we had an emergency meeting with the president, and we put, we sent out faculty and student 
patrols at night to keep it, to keep everything calm and we did calm things down, but that, there was 
some people hurt, some people [clubbed?] and... Of course, it was their own fault because they were in 
the—confronting the police and they were throwing things. 
 
Nancy Magura  18:09 
Is there anything else that you'd like to add or say about...? 
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Jim Finley  18:12 
Well, yeah, I guess in summary, I really enjoyed the four years here. I'm the second of my family to 
attend, my sister graduated here. I think that even though ISU was going through all that growth and 
kind of changing from a college, teacher's college, to a major university, I still think it gave everyone 
that attended and completed a very good basis or a base or a foundation for life, literally. I think when 
people look at their high school and college years, try to figure out what gave them the most to work 
with, I feel ISU, four years I was here, and just, it gave you a sense of direction and you really had to 
grow up in those four years. 
 
Nancy Magura  18:56 
Thank you very much for your time.  
 
Jim Finley  18:57 
My pleasure. 
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